
cases the results have not been as satisfactory as with older
children. However, there are some cases in which the results
are excellent.

Dr. Isaac A. Abt, Chicago: In the hospitals cultures should
be made. I found that they throw a very important light on

many conditions. The efficacy of the work depends much on
the expertness of the man making the blood culture.

Dr. David Bovaird, New York: I wish to advocate the tak¬
ing of blood cultures in children, and as the technic is per¬
fected the same sort of accuracy as now obtained in adults
will be gotten in the study of the diseases of children.

Dr. David L. Edsall, Philadelphia: I have come to rely on
blood cultures as the most valuable means of diagnosis in
obscure conditions of older children. I think it a method of
great value.

Dr. F. S. Churchill, Chicago: While we do not know a

great deal about the subject of the bacteriology of the blood
in infants at present, and cannot draw any very definite con¬

clusions, it is important to go ahead with this study and any
accurate method that may add to the knowledge of these con¬

ditions should be given a thorough trial.

Acute Pericarditis in Children
Dr. David Bovaird, Jr., New York: [This paper consisted

largely of charts showing in detail the studies carried out
on a series of cases, the first one comprising a series of 14
cases of acute pericarditis in children under the age of 5, at
the New York Foundling Hospital, during 8 years.] Acute
pericarditis occurs at practically all ages. There is an aston¬
ishing prevalence of boys in the list. It is in most cases a

secondary affection ; secondary particularly to affections of
the lung, pleurisy or pneumonia. It complicates broncho-
pneumonia or lumbar pneumonía without distinction. Of the
14 cases, 11 were purulent. The second chart comprises a

series of 17 cases of pericarditis, acute. Twelve out of the
17 were cases of rheumatic fever, and in almost all the type
of inflammation was fibrinous or serofibrinous. It, is impor¬
tant to recognize pericardial dulness in the fifth right inter¬
space, and especially the progressive increase of this dulness;
if the right and left limits of cardiac dulness are outlined,
within 12 to 24 hours it is possible to demonstrate any
increase of this dulness. Its differentiation from acute dila¬
tation of the heart is of importance. The x-raj as now em¬

ployed is of great value in the diagnosis of these conditions,
and it is now possible to make out pericardial effusions with
great accuracy by this means, so that the aspirating needle
can be used with greater safety. Aspiration at the fifth inter¬
space should be done.

discussion

Dr. Henry Koplik, New York: There is great difficulty
making a diagnosis of pericarditis in young infants because
of the fact that the heart lies in such a way that the effusion
first begins in the posterior superior angle, and unless the
fluid approaches 200 ce. a diagnosis cannot be made. There
is danger in aspiration, as the exúdate is apt to become
encapsulated and partitioned off and one may get into the main
sac and pierce the ventricle.

Dr. Isaac A. Abt, Chicago: The great danger of puncture
in all these cases is that it is very difficult to differentiate
between a serous and a purulent effusion and the so-called
acute adhesive pericarditis.

Chylous Ascites in Infants
Dr. D.  . Cowie, Ann Arbor : A case was seen a little over a

year ago with the following history: Delayed birth; diffi¬
culty in labor due to the large abdomen ; the abdomen
greatly increased in size after birth. Y-ray showed no tumor;
scrotal sac was tense, but gentle taxis could push fluid up
into abdominal cavity. Child recovered, though it still has
attacks of occasional blueness. It was at first thought that
there was a heart lesion of some kind. Orthodiagraph showed
the right part of the heart further to the right than normal
in a child of that age and size. The right heart was very
much enlarged. The case was probably due to some form of
congenital heart disease. Analyses of the fluid showed that
all the elements of chyle were contained in the fluid.

Medical Economics
THIS DEPARTMENT EMBODIES THE SUBJECTS OF ORGANI-

ZATION, POSTGRADUATE WORK, CONTRACT PRACTICE,
INSURANCE FEES, LEGISLATION, ETC.

Organization in Texas
The following address by Dr. W. B. Russ of San Antonio,

Texas, President of the State Medical Association of Texas,
was delivered at the forty-second annual session held at Dal¬
las on May 10, 1910. Dr. Russ' address is particularly notable
and commendable as a review of conditions previous to reor¬

ganization and the changes wrought in the last ten years.
With the exception of a few paragraphs regarding purely local
conditions, the address is published entire.

Ten years ago the state medical association had enrolled
290 members. Many parts of the state were not represented
at all. The association business was transacted by the mass-

meeting plan, which meant that many parts of the state had
no representation, and that the city in which a meeting hap¬
pened to be held always had control of affairs. The organi¬
zation had, after thirty years of existence, failed to secure
the enactment of any public health legislation except a prac¬
tice act, which in some respects was worse than no law at all.
The press was antagonistic and the public out of sympathy
with the profession. The endorsement of any measure before
the legislature by the physicians of the state was a solar-
plexus blow to that measure. All public health laws pro¬
posed by the association were treated with derision and con¬

tempt.
Texas was a land of promise and of profit to magnetic

healers, hoodoo doctors, itinerant fakers, universal specialists
and fraud doctors of every persuasion. No medical cult was
so absurd in its claims, no fraternity of grafters were so
brazen in their methods but that their unworthy sons could
find a haven of rest in Texas. Many of these, fortified with
the legal standing gained in those golden days for quackery
and ignorance, remain with us still as unpleasant reminders
of the time when the medical ignoramus and the fraud doctor
enjoyed a better standing with the press and the public, the
politicians and the courts, than did the reputable members of
the medical profession.

The enterprising nostrum manufacturer was unhampered by
any check. The doctor was the middle-man through whom
the manufacturer reached the public with his products, and
yet the doctor himself did not and could not, have any informa¬
tion concerning the true nature of the medicines he was assist¬
ing in placing before the public, except such information as
the proprietor and his agent with the sample-case saw fit to
impart. Subsequent developments have shown that in those
days many of our most respected manufacturing chemists, in
addition to the reputable products offered through the doctor
to his patients, also supplied the public, either directly through
dummy concerns or indirectly, with the nostrums flagrantly
advertised in the lay press, on bill-boards and through the
medium of the street faker. The great mass of the medical
profession knew nothing about organized medicine and it3
possibilities, and in many parts of the state were engaged in
bitter and senseless feuds, which were a disgrace to the pro¬
fession and ruinous to the men so engaged.

To-day what a contrast! Our 155 county societies, with a

combined enrollment of about 3,100 members, as if by magic,
have accomplished wonders. The old mass-meeting has given
place to a truly representative plan of government by which
every county society has a voice in managing the affairs of the
association through a trained delegate of its own selection.
The senseless and disastrous bickerings and quarreling of the
old days have given place to an era of better understanding
between the members of the profession. The great campaign
of education carried on by the county and district societies
and by our state journal has enabled us to win the confidence
and friendship of the press and of the public. The law-makers
now are beginning to understand that the State Medical Asso¬
ciation of Texas does not ask for class legislation, that it
seeks to secure the enactment of only such laws as are clearly
in the interest of the public health. The records of the last
two legislatures clearly demonstrate this, as the enactment of
the following legislation will show:

The medical practice act.
The anatomical act.
The board of health act.
The tuberculosis sanatorium act.
The leprosarium act.
The pure focd and drug act.
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Not a single one of these laws could be made to serve a
narrow or selfish person. They are clearly worthy of our

great profession and are in the interest of the people of Texas.
Our present practice act forces medical schools to adopt high
standards; broadly defines the practice of medicine so as to
include every one who treats, or offers to treat, the sick; pro¬
vides for proper registration; fixes heavy penalties for grossly
unprofessional conduct of a character likely to deceive or
defraud the public, and has already been bailed as a model
law by not less than a dozen other states. Contrast this with
the practice act under the old régime, which discriminated in
favor of all practitioners, except the members of the regular
profession, which placed no restriction on the doctors and
healers who did not prescribe drugs and allowed those who
happened to hold peculiar views about the administration of
drugs to set up their own standards. Yet this law was the
only law passed in the old days, and even it was not passed
until it had been given the reverse English. Not a single law
asked for since our reorganization has failed to pass. . .

.The many activities in which the association is engaged in
the great work of carrying out the purposes for which it was

organized and for which it exists are well known to you.
That its progress and growth are due largely to the influence
of our state journal,  am sure you will agree. Under the
able and efficient management of our secretary-editor, the
Journal has. since its organization in 1905, made a determined
and successful fight for the elevation of medical school stand¬
ards for perfection and final passage of all the medical laws
we now have on our statute books. It has unified the profes¬
sion as no other agency could, and without its influence it is
doubtful if any of the many reforms for which we take credit
could have been accomplished. Our editor is regarded every¬
where, in Texas and outside of Texas, as the ablest state
journal editor in the country, and the Journal is without doubt
the best publication of its kind. During the first years of its
existence, Dr. Chase donated the use of his private office to the
association to be used as journal headquarters, and he has for
several years, in quarters entirely inadequate to the needs of
his office and at great personal sacrifice, labored day in and
day out for the upbuilding of the association. He has stead¬
fastly refused to use the Journal's pages to defend himself
against villainous attacks of his detractors and has with as
much patience as I have ever known a man to display, allowed
himself to be misrepresented and hounded by the influences
opposed to the policies of the association and to the very
existence of its journal. What this work has cost him in dol¬
lars and cents alone few men in the profession would have
been willing to sacrifice. His path has been a thorny one, but,
under every circumstance, he has shown himself to be a man

worthy of the love and respect of the profession and deserving
well at the hands of the public. Had it not been for the
willingness of the secretary, of the trustees, of some of the
councilors and others in the profession, to sacrifice both time
and money in the service of the association, our finances
would have been wrecked long before this and the reforms
which we have accomplished would not have been accomplished.
This fact is understood and appreciated by most of you. The
small pittance that is collected in dues would never have been
sufficient to meet the extraordinary expenses incurred in mak¬
ing all the fights we have had to make. No ordinary man

would have been willing to make the sacrifices that the
trustees and the editor have made. These considerations have
no doubt influenced many of the friends of the association to
refrain from making complaints, when in their judgment mis¬
takes have been made, and from offering suggestions for pos¬
sible changes in the methods employed by the men on whom
has been placed the responsibility of managing the associa¬
tion's affairs. That criticisms and suggestion, having for
their object the upbuilding and improvement of the associa¬
tion, have been needed, and will be needed in the future,
every one will admit.

the opposition

This, then, brings us to the consideration of a matter to
which I desire particularly to direct your attention—a matter
which is at present engaging the attention of every state
association in the country, and which should interest the mem¬
bers of every county society. A clear understanding of what
I am about to lay before you is of vital importance, for, with-
eut that understanding, you cannot appreciate the importance
of active and hearty cooperation with the men you see fit to
place in control of your affairs. If you will but give atten¬
tion to the facts that I am about to recite, it will not be long
before we can meet and thrash out honest differences of opin-

ion fully and freely, and each one of us can fight for what
seems to him to be in the interest of the association without
the fear of giving comfort to the association's enemies. I
refer to the skilfully planned warfare conducted by the
stealthy foes of organized medicine, in which are employed
the best efforts of many shrewd and experienced business men
with unlimited financial backing, into which have been drawn,
by one means or another, some through interested motives,
some through honest misunderstanding, many of the most
brilliant minds in the profession. An understanding of the
nature of this campaign waged against the very existence of
the Texas State Association and all other state associations
will serve the double purpose of explaining why our friends
are unwilling to engage in a fight to bring about changes and
reforms that seem to them desirable, while confronted with the
fear that their names and influences may be used by our foes
to assist in poisoning the minds of the public against organ¬
ized medicine, and, at the same time, will make plain and easy
to understand the animus back of the ceaseless tirade of
abuse to which every state journal editor, every trustee,
officer and committeeman of every association and everyhouse of delegates is treated. You will, then, understand why
the Post-Office Department is besieged with demands that
second-class mailing privileges be denied the state journals.

To begin with, you no doubt already know that all of the
officers of all the state associations are treated to the same
kind of abuse month in and month out, and that when the
tactics of the enemy change in one state they soon change in
other states. You know that the ammunition used against
the profession in one state is used all over again in the other
states.

You must know, then, that for all this there is a reason.
The reason, my friends, is not far to seek:

1. Organized medicine is responsible for the Council on
Pharmacy and Chemistry of the American Medical Associa¬
tion, with the resulting exposures of fraud and deceit, not
only on the part of the low nostrums advertised in the cheap
part of the lay press, but on the part of many, if not most,
of our so-called manufacturing chemists, who, unhampered by
any check and considering only the dollars to be earned, have
for years been exploiting the profession and through the pro¬
fession the public. The owners of the millions of dollars
invested in the proprietary and "patent-medicine" business
could not be expected to submit tamely to exposures which
place in jeopardy their enormous business interests. They
have not submitted tamely; on the contrary, they have by
every means known to the shrewd commercial interests
sought to destroy the system of organization which makes
possible a continuance of these exposures. With this thought
in mind, read the bitter attacks on your state association,
other state associations and on the American Medical Asso¬
ciation.

2. Dozens of medical journals which depend for their sup¬
port and often their very existence on the protection of the
interests that supply the medical profession with antikamnia,
and the long list of less conspicuous proprietaries carrying
space in medical publications, are assisting in the campaign
against the profession to which their owners belong. The
editors and proprietors of many of these journals are men of
ability, men of standing in the profession, who under ordinary
circumstances do not hesitate to wage war against fraud and
deceit. According to ordinary business standards, they are
not in any sense dishonorable men; journalism with them is a
business just as selling groceries is a business. They do not
pretend to endorse the claims of the proprietaries advertised
in their pages. Their advertising space is for rent; they take
the position that their space is for rent just as a room in a
hotel is for rent and that they are no more compelled to vouch
for the honesty of the claims made by advertisers than are
hotel proprietors compelled to vouch for the uprightness of
their guests. We do not complain of their use of advertising
space in any manner they may see fit, but that they insist
on regarding the official organ of the state association, which is
used for the purpose of an interchange of ideas between our
members and for conducting the association business, in the
light of a rival engaged in a private enterprise who adopts
unfair methods of competition. The fight is between the
private journal interests, which are business enterprises on the
one hand, and the association on the other, because this body
finds it necessary to publish a journal as a part of a scheme
for carrying on its benevolent purposes, and which representing
organized medicine finds it necessary to wage war on the com¬
mercial interests that are imposing on the medical profession,
and through the profession on the public.
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It is unfortunate that the association cannot conduct a cam¬

paign of education which happens to affect the manufacturer
of proprietary medicines without treading on the toes of our
friends who are engaged in medical journalism as a private
business.

3. The influence of organized medicine is responsible for the
campaign of education which resulted in the enactment of
the national pure food and drug law and has assisted in its
enforcement. Here again great wealth is forced into a fight
against the medical profession. The enemies of the pure food
and drug law find it expedient to join our other enemies.

4. Low-grade medical schools, and all the many powerful
interests linked with their interests, are fighting organized
medicine because of the successful fight that the profession is
making to elevate medical college standards. This, of course,
means the ultimate elimination of low-grade schools and such
a policy is naturally very objectionable to the doctors who run
medical schools for their own interests rather than in the
interest of the puDlic and the profession.

5. All of the "isms" and "patines" in medicine, and all of
the freak cults, are slowly but surely being eliminated by the
adoption of uniform standards for all who seek license to prac¬
tice medicine, and by laws which so broadly define medicine
as to include all who treat the sick for a consideration. As
long as freak schools and sectarians are allowed to assume the
rôle of martyrs, persecuted by the medical profession for
righteousness' sake, and can secure laws under which they
may legally define the practice of medicine to suit themselves
and can set up their own standards, they will continue to
multiply and prosper and new "treatments" with coin enticing
names will rise up for the benefit of the crank, the bunco
man. and the doctor who cannot make a living at legitimate
practice.

6. Organized medicine in Texas is responsible for a law
which not only makes it a crime for an ignorant person to
assume the responsibility of treating the sieíc for any ailment,
mental or physical, by any method or system whatever, but
also makes it a crime to be guilty of "grossly unprofessional
or dishonorable conduct of a character likely to deceive or
defraud the public," and the penalty is a fine, a jail sentence,
and a loss of license. This clause of the practice act was

recently invoked in the case of a notorious advertising quack
who was tried at San Antonio and had his license revoked.
Ever since then he has devoted most of his time in denouncing
the medical "trust" and has declared war to the death of the
octopus. He delivers a free lecture from every convenient
platform and offers his services to all who would kill the
great trust dragon which has seen fit to interfere with his
right to rob the thin purses of the poor and the ignorant.
This recent addition to the anti-organizing crusaders has
amassed a snug fortune by taking large fees, often more than
$100 at a time, from unfortunates whom he has been able to
attract to his lair with the assistance of the press by causing
them to pass, with the aid of an olive oil mixture, soap con¬

cretions, which his victims are made to believe are gall-stones.
7. Add to these, the usual complement of disgruntled breth¬

ren who for one reason or another are always "agin the gov¬
ernment" on general principles, the man who thinks that all
the reforms in the world are not worth the two dollars a year
he is required to pay for membership fee; also the man who
does not want to belong to the association and who is against
it because it is not what it used to be when he was a boy.

With such an army arrayed against the profession, and in
the face of the fact that the men who are elected to manage
the association affairs do so at great personal sacrifice without
any hope of personal reward, the well-wisher of the association
is, as a rule, loath even to suggest reforms which, in his
judgment, are needed, for fear of discouraging the men in
control of the association affairs and giving comfort to the
enemy. The allies are ever on the lookout for recruits. At
the earliest signs of dissatisfaction with any of the association
officers, or of its policies, the mind-poisoning squad begins to
spread the glad tidings that something has gone wrong with
the association; that a big split is about to take place; that
the sore-head is about to come into his own; that perhaps
somebody has been grafting from that two dollars collected
for dues. Then the independent journal begins to beat the
tom-tom, the proprietary medicine interests commence to delve
into the past of the men who have been exposing their frauds.
The magnetic healer begins to work on his dynamo and the
man who does not like the editor anyhow takes down his
snickersnee, and the whole army marches out to engage in the
battle.

The profession as a whole understands the nature of this
warfare. Never before has the profession been so united as it

is to-day. Never have the parasites which feed on the doctor
and make him the middle man for reaching the public with
dishonest and misbranded proprietary medicines been at so

great a disadvantage as now. Never before have the doctors
so clearly understood the Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde part playedby our large manufacturing concerns. Never have the publicbeen so willing to assist in the enactment and enforcement of
laws in the interest of public health. Never have the "schools"
of medicine, the quacks and the medical bunco-steerers had so
many things to worry about.

The end of this great fight against the medical profession
is in sight. The great interests whose business it is to manu¬
facture medicines are adjusting their affairs

 

so as to meet
the honest requirements of the Council on Pharmacy and
Chemistry and in a short time the}' will have no reason to
continue a fight against honesty in the scale of proprietaries.
Hight standards of requirements are eliminating the low-grademedical schools and putting out of business the "isms" and
"patines" in medicine. The public is being rapidly educated
and assisting in this great work. The independent medical
journals that are worthy to live because of real merit will con¬
tinue to prosper. Those that cannot live without the supportof dishonest advertising houses must go out of business or
else improve themselves so that they will be worthy to live.

Your understanding of the nature of the fight that has been
waged against the profession will forever put an end to that
fight, and your active interest in association affairs will make
possible the accomplishment to the fullest extent of the pur¬
poses for which the organization exists.

Societies Endorse Owen Bill

The following organizations have passed resolutions endors¬
ing the principles of the Owen bill : Santa Clara ( Cal. ) County
Medical Society, Humboldt County (Cal.) Medical Society,
Woodbury County (la.) Medical Society, Buncombe County
(N. C. ) Medical Society, State Medical Association of Texas,
Oklahoma State Medical Association, Lamar County (Tex.)
Medical Society, Georgia State Medical Association, St. Joseph-
Buchanan-Andrew Counties (Mo.) Medical Society, Portland
City and County (Ore.) Medical Society, Medical and Chirur¬
gical Faculty of Maryland, Denison County (Tex.) Medical
Society, Cincinnati Civic League, Chamber of Commerce,
Tacoma, Wash., Board of Trade, Tacoma, Wash., Tacoma Com¬
mercial Club, Tacoma, Wash., Mississippi State Department of
Health, Madison County (Wis.) Medical Society, Missouri
Association for the Relief and Control of Tuberculosis, Rock
Island (111.) County Medical Society, Essex North District
(Mass.) Medical Society, Southwestern Kentucky Medical
Association, Wright County (la.) Medical Society, Washington
County (Pa.) Medical Society, Medical Society of the County
of Kings (N. Y.), Sheridan, Mont., Board of Trade, Robertson
County (Tenn. ) Medical Society, Lorain, 0., Chamber of Com¬
merce and Board of Health, Lorain (0.) Medical Society,
Huntingdon County (Pa.) Medical Society, Medical Society
of the County of Cortland (N. Y.), Cortland Board of Trade,
Southeastern New Mexico Medical Association, Missouri State
Medical Association, School Improvement Association of
Helena, Ark., Houston-Fillmore Counties (Minn.) Medical So¬
ciety, Marquette County (Mich.) Medical Society, Stevens
County (Minn.) Medical Society, Harrison County (la.) Med¬
ical Society, Clarkesville, Tex., Citizens' Meeting, Barbour-
Randolph-Tucker Counties (W. Va.) Medical Association,
Labette County (Kans.) Medical Society, Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church of the State, held at Asheville,
N. C, Burleson County (Tex.) Medical Society, Somerset
County (Pa.) Medical Society, Martin County (N. C.) Med¬
ical Society, Louisiana State Medical Society, Franklin County
(0.) Medical Society, Association of the Officers of the County
Medical Societies of Washington, Ottawa County (Mich.)
Medical Society, Green Lake County (Wis.) Medical Society,
Central Kentucky Medical Society, Anderson County (Tenn.)
Medical Society, Aiken. County (S. C.) Medical Society, Ed¬
wards County (111.) Medical Society, the Associated Cham¬
bers of Commerce of Orange County, Cal., Orange County
(Cal.) Medical Society, Franklin County (Vt.) Medical So¬
ciety.
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